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March 19, 2010

The Honorable Alan B. Mollohan The Honorable Frank R. Wolf
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science and Related Agencies Science, and Related Agencies
H-3 10, The Capitol 1016 Longworth
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Mollohan and Ranking Member Wolf:

Thank you for your support of the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) program in the
fiscal year 2010 Omnibus Appropriations bill. We are writing to express our support for the
Administration’s request of $129.7 million for MEP in fiscal year 2011 Commerce, Justice,
Science and Related Agencies Appropriations bill.

Manufacturing is one of our country’s greatest economic strengths. The U.S. is the world’s largest
manufacturing economy, producing $1.6 trillion of value last year. Small and mid-sized
manufacturers employ nine million workers in the U.S. who earned an average of $71,623
annually, including pay and benefits.

A $129.7 million appropriation for MEP in fiscal year 2011 will allow the existing MEP
Center network to continue to create jobs and respond to future challenges and opportunities
in the manufacturing sector. Firms that innovate, invest in continuous improvement, and capture
global markets are winning in this new economy. Demand for MEP services is greater than ever,
and existing MEP centers are in need of these scarce funds to provide critical resources, serve new
and existing clients, and create job growth.

The MEP program’s well documented impact is substantial. In fiscal year 2009 alone (based on
services provided in 2008), MEP projects with small and medium sized manufacturers created or
retained 52,948 jobs, generated more than $9.1 billion in sales, and provided cost savings of more
than $1.41 billion.

At a time when economic recovery is the national priority, we believe MEP continues to be a wise
investment. We respectively request that you appropriate $129.7 million to and through the
existing MEP center network in fiscal year 2011.
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Sincerely,

c14~~
R . James L. Oberstar

-Chair, NEMW Congressional Coalition
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Rep. Steven C. LaTourette
Co-Chair, NEMW Congressional Coalition
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List of Co-Signers:

Rep. Jason Aitmire
Rep. Robert Andrews
Rep. Tammy Baldwin
Rep. Melissa Bean
Rep. Howard Berman
Rep. Earl Blumenauer
Rep. Dan Boren
Rep. Rick Boucher
Rep. Corrine Brown
Rep. Henry Brown
Rep. Michael Capuano
Rep. Russ Carnahan
Rep. Christopher Carney
Rep. Bill Cassidy
Rep. Michael Castle
Rep. Emanuel Cleaver
Rep. John Conyers
Rep. Geoff Davis
Rep. Diana DeGette
Rep. Rosa DeLauro
Rep. Charles Dent
Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart
Rep. John Dingell
Rep. Mike Doyle
Rep. Steve Driehaus
Rep. Vernon Ehiers
Rep. Marcia Fudge
Rep. Jim Gerlach
Dr. Phil Gingrey
Rep. Sam Graves
Rep. Gene Green
Rep. Raul Grijalva
Rep. Luis Gutierrez
Rep. John Hall
Rep. Deborah Halvorson
Rep. Brian Higgins
Rep. Maurice Hinchey
Rep. Ruben Hinjosa
Rep. Paul Hodes
Rep. Peter Hoekstra
Rep. Tim Holden
Rep. Rush Holt
Rep. Shelia Jackson-Lee
Rep. Eddie Johnson



Rep. Henry C. “Hank”Johnson
Rep. Walter Jones
Rep. Steve Kagen
Rep. Dale Kildee
Rep. Mary Jo Kilroy
Rep. Dennis Kucinich
Rep. Leonard Lance
Rep. James Langevin
Rep. Rick Larsen
Rep. Steven LaTourette
Rep. Christopher John Lee
Rep. Sander Levin
Rep. John Lewis
Rep. Daniel Lipinski
Rep. Frank LoBiondo
Rep. David Loebsack
Rep. Ben Ray Lujan
Rep. Stephen Lynch
Rep. Daniel Maffei
Rep. Jim Marshall
Rep. James McGovern
Rep. Mike McIntyre
Rep. Charlie Melancon
Rep. Michael Michaud
Rep. Brad Miller
Rep. Dennis Moore
Rep. Gwen Moore
Rep. Jerry Moran
Rep. Christopher Murphy
Rep. Patrick Murphy
Rep. Tim Murphy
Rep. Jerrold Nadler
Rep. Richard Neal
Rep. James Oberstar
Rep. Bill Pascrell
Rep. Ron Paul
Rep. Ed Perimutter
Rep. Thomas Perriello
Rep. Gary Peters
Rep. Collin Peterson
Rep. Thomas Petri
Rep. Pedro Pierluisi
Rep. Joseph Pitts
Rep. Todd Platts
Rep. Jared Polis
Rep. Earl Pomeroy



Rep. Silvestre Reyes
Rep. Mike Ross
Rep. Bobby Rush
Rep. Tim Ryan
Rep. Jan Schakowsky
Rep. Mark Schauer
Rep. Aaron Schock
Rep. Allyson Schwartz
Rep. Joe Sestak
Rep. Carol Shea-Porter
Rep. Albio Sires
Rep. Ike Skelton
Rep. Louise Slaughter
Rep. Christopher Smith
Rep. Adam Smith
Rep. Bart Stupak
Rep. Betty Sutton
Rep. Paul Tonko
Rep. Niki Tsongas
Rep. Peter Welch
Rep. Charles Wilson
Rep. David Wu
Rep. John Yarmuth


